Trends in Midwifery Use in Manitoba.
To describe the trends in numbers of midwives and midwifery-attended births and the characteristics of women who used midwifery health care services in Manitoba from 2001-2002 to 2009-2010. We conducted a quantitative descriptive analysis using population-based, de-identified administrative data from the Population Health Research Data Repository at the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy in Winnipeg, Manitoba to study the use of midwifery care. Trends in the numbers of practising and non-practising midwives were based on data from the College of Midwives of Manitoba registries and its annual reports. There were 132,123 births in Manitoba during this time frame. Of those births, 6326 (4.8%) were midwife-attended births. There was modest growth in the overall proportion of midwife-attended births and in the number of midwives over the 10-year time period. The number of midwife-attended hospital births increased from 308 to 612 between 2001-2002 and 2009-2010, while the number of home births increased from 97 to 127. Most women who received midwifery care were in the 20- to 34-year age group and were multiparous. The volume and distribution of midwifery services in Manitoba has slowly increased. The proportion of births attended by midwives continues to fall short of the goals set by the original human resource strategy, which projected that by 2005, 14% of births would be attended by midwives. Further research is needed to analyze the factors that have influenced the growth and sustainability of the midwifery profession in this province.